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Masterpiece 
paintings, rare 
and exotic 
objects, court 
costumes,  
carriages and 
arms and armor 
collected by 
the Habsburg 
Dynasty give 
insight into the 
fascinating lives 
and legacies of 
one of the most 
powerful royal 
houses that ruled 
Europe for over 
600 years. 

All will be brought to life by Dr. Sabine Haag, 
General Director of the Kunsthistorisches 
Museum. She will enchant us with stories of the 
historic and unparalleled collection that includes 
objects from all over the world acquired by 
such collectors as Archduke Ferdinand II and 
Emperor Rudolf II, who charged his agents to 
cross Europe, Asia and the Americas and return 
with “objects of unrivalled quality, exclusivity 
and rarity.” 

The Kunstkammer Vienna, housed within the 
Kunsthistorisches Museum, has recently been 
renovated to brilliantly display the world-
renowned collection amassed by the Habsburgs. 
Kunstkammer is a term for “chamber of art and 
wonder” acquired by royal families of Europe, 
but the Habsburgs set new standards that shaped 
the museums of today. 

Dr. Haag will whet our appetites for the upcom-
ing exhibition that opens February 15, 2015 at the 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts, “The Habsburgs: 
Rarely Seen Masterpieces from Europe’s Great 
Dynasty.” Prior to assuming her current posi-
tion as Director General of the Kunsthistorisches 
Museum in 2009, Haag was Curator, Deputy 
Director and Director of the Kunstkammer 

Sabine Haag: “Magic Radiance and Imperial Splendor: 
Masterpieces of the Kunstkammer Vienna”

and the Secular and Ecclesiastical Treasury of the 
Kunsthistorisches. 

She received her Master’s and PhD degrees in  
Art History at the University of Vienna. She 
has written countless papers and publications 
and lectures on baroque ivory, wax, amber and 
wood sculpture as well as on the history of the 
Kunstkammer/Kunsthistorisches Museum.

SAVE THE DATE 
FRIENDS LECTURES

SOLD OUT 
Thursday, September 11 
Sabine Haag 

“Magic Radiance and 
Imperial Splendor: 
Masterpieces of the 
Kunsthammer Vienna”

Thursday, October 9 
Adam Gopnik 

“On the Brink: 1914 a 
Century Later”

FRIENDS LECTURE SERIES | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 | PILLSBURY AUDITORIUM, 11 A.M.

Ticketing for  
Friends Lectures
Due to an enthusiastic response to the 
September lecture, all tickets have sold  
out. Doors open at 10:30 a.m. for ticket 
holders, who are requested to be seated by 
10:50 a.m. Those unable to obtain tickets 
may visit the Wells Fargo Community 
Room for overflow seating. Lecture will 
begin promptly at 11 a.m.

Tickets will be available for the October 
lecture on September 9, 2014.

Following the lecture by Dr. Sabine Haag, we 
continue whetting appetites with D’Amico’s 
splendid luncheon.  Join us in the Target 
Reception Hall for wild mushroom and vegetable 
strudel with port wine sauce, and a fried sweet 
potato nest.  A dessert of lavender cake with 
white chocolate mousse filling completes the 
menu. You may request a vegetarian option when 
you reserve.  Call (612) 870-6323 to reserve your 
luncheon space.  The cost is $25, and all reserva-
tions must be received by 9 p.m., September 4.

Friends September 11, 
Luncheon 



Hello all,

My first year as Friends 
President focused on 
many changes centered on 
the growth, clarity, and 
strength of our organization. 
My hope is to build upon 
the positive impact Friends’ 
presence within the MIA 
demonstrates, allowing 
us continued success and 
credibility not only within 
the museum but also the 
community.

I simply applaud our strongly dedicated board members and 
volunteers supporting this commitment recently evident during 
this past spring’s Art in Bloom. A record attendance of almost 
38,000 enjoyed a splendid four days of fresh flowers bringing 
relief to a winter that never seemed to end. Believe it or not, 
our Art in Bloom co-chairs for 2015 have just selected their 
signature image. All I can say without breaking my promise of 
secrecy, is that the image makes me smile! It is hard to believe 
we are already heavily into planning for the coming year.

Largely due to a history of successful Art in Bloom and Art 
Perchance events, Friends is able to proudly begin payment of 
our $500,000 gift to the MIA honoring the museum’s 100th 
Birthday. As a lead Presenting Sponsor, Friends affirms our 
mission of support to the MIA with great pleasure. As the 
birthday year approaches and unfolds, take note of the lovely 
recognition Friends will enjoy.

Friends will join the museum as it looks forward to the future, 
marching ahead down new avenues. In just a few months, on 
November 14th, we are hosting “Salon: An Evening with 
Friends,” an innovative and exciting event gathering creative 
experts in many fields together for an evening of lively conver-
sation, great food, and music. Together we will all celebrate 
this exciting venture!

I hope to see many of you this coming season enjoying our 
terrific Friends Lecture Series, our numerous Friends Only 
events including a fascinating tour in October of Lakewood 
Cemetery, and of course the always popular Book Club.

Please stop by the Friends office to warmly welcome Kate 
Smith, our brand new office administrator, as well as Caroline 
Byrd, our new intern. Introduce yourself and grab some coffee 
and candy. It is your office, so join us anytime!

I am looking ahead to an autumn of warmth and brilliant 
colors. There is a reason why this is the favorite season for  
so many of us!

Kind regards,

Pamela Friedland 
Friends of the Institute President

Presidents Letter 

At all Friends monthly lectures during the 2014–2015 season 
you will enjoy coffee and treats which have been provided 
through funds donated by the Rochester Friends. Be sure to 
thank the Rochester Friends for this welcome gesture  
of hospitality.

We Thank the Rochester Friends 

A contagious smile greets 
everyone entering the 
Friends office! Meet Friends 
new Office Administrator, 
Kate Smith. Kate hails 
from the Hennepin County 
Bar Association and holds 
a degree in Art History, 
with minors in Religion 
and Medieval Studies from 
Hamline University. Even 
more exciting is Kate’s 
completion of the design 

course at Kohler and Dramm Institute of Floristry and her 
two years spent as a floral designer!

In Kate’s time away from the office, she enjoys making her 
own jewelry, going on hikes and is an avid reader with more 
than 20 book titles lined up to be devoured. Kate shares her 
living space with her cat Hermione named after the fictional 
character in J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series.

For certain, Kate perfectly fills the front desk spot. Friends 
could not be more thrilled!

Welcome Kate!  

‘A salon is a gathering of people under the roof of an inspiring host, 
held partly to amuse one another and partly to refine the taste and 
increase the knowledge of the participants through conversation.’

Imagine yourself in Paris, 1920: Gertrude Stein in the 
company of Picasso, Fitzgerald and Matisse: velvet couches, 
wine, champagne, decadent food in an atmosphere centered 
on art and community. Now, transport yourself to the present 
and partake in an experience devoted to the art of conversa-
tion and amusement. Join us, on November 14, 2014, for 
Salon: An Evening with Friends. 

This is an exclusive opportunity to get up close and personal 
with celebrity designers fresh off the runways of New York, 
and notable personalities who are all informed by the power 
of design. Join us for an evening inspired by those historical 
sanctuaries of art and conversation and spend an Evening 
with Friends.  

Stay tuned for information on ticket prices and sponsor 
opportunities…and spread the news!

Fall Event Not To Be Missed! 
Salon: An Evening with Friends  



COLLECTION CONNECTION

A Summer Memory 

Many of us have a special summer place we return to in 
our memories. For French portrait artist, Élisabeth Louise 
Vigée-LeBrun, it was the View of the Lake of Challes and 
Mont Blanc in Switzerland and inspired by her visits in 1807 
and 1808. Vigée-LeBrun captured this breathtaking Alpine 
scene with her portable pastels. The drawing takes us to a 
blue-green landscape with water in the foreground and rolling 
mountains on the opposite bank. Look closely and locate the 
lone, tiny figure standing on the dock emphasizing how Vigée-
LeBrun felt in the presence of the majestic mountain. She 
captured the atmosphere with light and shadow rather than 
striving for accuracy. She described this scene in one of her 
letters home: “The setting sun reflected gold on the heights 
of this enormous mass of rock…I was seized with a desire to 
paint this reflected light; quickly I snatched up my pastels…” 
Amazingly, her style anticipated the Impressionists some  
60 years hence. 

This small gem was gifted to the MIA by the Friends and is 
on view in the MIA’s special exhibit “Marks of Genius— 
100 Extraordinary Drawings” in the Target Gallery until 
September 21. Vigée-LeBrun painted more than 30 portraits 
of French Queen Marie Antoinette and her family. When the 
royal family was arrested on the eve of the French Revolution 
in 1789, her close ties to the Queen put her in peril and she 
fled France. Her career in portraiture continued to flourish 
abroad amongst the elite until her return to Paris during the 
rule of Napoleon I.

The dreamy atmosphere of Vigée-LeBrun’s pastel sharply 
contrasts with the accurate reality of another drawing in the 
“Marks of Genius” exhibit, Amaryllis lutea, by foremost 
botanical Flemish illustrator Pierre-Joseph Redoutè in 1800-
1806. How appropriate that this drawing was also purchased 
by the Friends who love everything that blooms! 

Élisabeth Louise Vigée-LeBrun, 
French, 1755–1842, View of the 
Lake of Challes and Mont Blanc 
(detail), 1807–08, pastel on 
blue-green wove paper  2007.51

Friends members are invited to participate in a private docent-
led tour offered before the September 11 lecture. The topic 
is “Treasures of European Art.” The tour begins at 10:00 a.m. 
and we will meet in the MIA's Third Avenue lobby across 
from the security desk. Space is limited, so please reserve with 
Friends-only Events co-chair Diane Skrien (651) 222-0054 or 
dianeskrien361@msn.com. Tour participants will also receive 
tickets and reserved seating for the 11:00 lecture. Tours begin 
promptly, so please arrive early at the lobby.

Lecture Day Tour for  
Friends Members 

Join us on Wednesday, October 1st for a guided tour of 
Lakewood Cemetery, described in its history book as a “haven 
in the heart of the city.” Lakewood is noted for its stunning 
chapel, which is on the National Register of Historic Places 
and was modeled after the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul, Turkey. 
The cemetery is the final resting site of many notables from 
the community.

We will tour by bus and meet outside the MIA’s Third Avenue 
lobby. Boarding is promptly at 9:45 am and we will return no 
later than 1:30 pm.  

Reservations for this Friends-only event are required. The  
$38 cost includes the bus tour and lunch at Lakewood.  
To reserve, contact the Friends office (612) 870-3045 or  
email friends@artsmia.org. Space is limited to thirty guests, 
so reserve your place soon. 

Tour Lakewood Cemetery— 
“The Haven in the Heart  
of the City”  

Mark your calendars for an exciting 2014–2015 Friends-Only 
Book Club. All Friends members are welcome to attend. 
Meetings are held in Studio 114 at 10:30 a.m. and include a 
tour and discussion of the book. 

On September 19, the book club will explore The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, Mark Haddon’s 
moving novel about love and bravery through the eyes of a  
15 year old British boy. It is a captivating and widely heralded 
novel. And for those of you who like to read ahead, The Night 
Circus by Erin Morgenstern will be the book for October. 
Contact the Friends office at (612) 870-3045. The Book Club 
meetings are limited to 25 members so RSVP soon. 

Friends-Only Book Club, 
September 19 

The Amaryllis lutea was part of a 
collection commissioned by Josephine 
de Beauharnais, wife of Napoleon I. 
Vigée-LeBrun complained in her 
memoirs of the poor manners of  
those upstarts.



SEPTEMBER AT THE MIA
September floral arrangements at the Visitor & Member Services Desk are created by Arts & Flowers.  
Please call the Friends office for more information about our florists.
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NEW MEMBERS 
Mary Beth Braun 
Elizabeth Burkhardt 
Sandra Christie 
Nancy McKay 
Joan Owens 
Kristin Prestegaard 

GIFTS TO THE FRIENDS
Children’s Fund

In memory of Jan Anderson and  
Kris Venemann’s Mother 
Connie Sommers

LECTURE SERIES 
September 11, 2014 
Sabine Haag “Magic Radiance 
and Imperial Splendor: 
Masterpieces of the 
Kunsthammer Vienna”

Ticketed Luncheon Following

October 9, 2014 
Adam Gopnik "On the Brink:  
1914 a Century Later"

November 13, 2014 
Mark Burry "Meeting the 
Challenges of Completing 
Gaudí's Sagrada Família 
Basilica"

December 11, 2014 
Annie Griffiths "A Camera,  
Two Kids, and a Camel"

Ticketed Luncheon Following

January 8, 2015 
Géza von Habsburg  

“Early Habsburg Collectors 
(1500–1650): The Birth of the 
Vienna Kunsthistorisches 
Museum”

February 12, 2015 
Diana Picasso “Pablo Picasso  
in Vallauris: The Artist and the 
Artisans, 1954–1964”

Ticketed Luncheon Following

March 12, 2015 
Maya Lin “The Intersection of 
Art, Architecture, and Memorial”

April 9, 2015 
James Fox “Bolts from the Blue”  

May 14, 2015 
Glenn Lowry “In Between  
Places: Contemporary Art  
and the Middle East”

Ticketed Luncheon Following


